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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Leonard P Diana (Reg. No. 29,296) on July 22, 2008. 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 21 and 41 as follows: 

1 . (currently amended): A server capable of communicating with a device, 

comprising: 

a first storage unit adapted to store storing information representing an ability of 

the device; 

a second storage unit adapted to store storing information representing an ability 
of a device driver for the device; 

a retrieval condition reception unit adapted to receive receiving from a user a 
retrieval condition, including at least one ability, for selecting the device; 

a comparing unit adapted to compare comparing the retrieval condition received 
by said retrieval condition reception unit with combined information, the combined information 
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being a combination of the information stored by said first storage unit and the information 
stored by said second storage unit; and 

an output unit adapted to output outputting a result of comparing by said 
comparing unit, 

wherein said output unit outputs information for identifying, among the at least 
one ability included in the retrieval condition, an ability which does not conform to any ability of 
the device stored in the first storage unit but conforms to at least one ability of the device driver 
stored in the second storage unit. 

2. (currently amended): A server according to claim 1, further comprising: 

a first reception unit adapted to receive receiving the information representing the 
ability of the device; and 

a second reception unit adapted to receive receiving the information representing 
the ability of the device driver for the device. 

3. (currently amended): A server according to claim 1, further comprising a 
generation unit adapted to generate generating the combined information by combining the 
information stored by said first storage unit and the information stored by said second storage 
unit together. 
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4. (currently amended): A server according to claim 3, further comprising a 
third storage unit adapted to store storing the combined information generated by said generation 
unit. 



5. (previously presented): A server according to claim 4, wherein said 
comparing unit compares the combined information stored by said third storage unit with the 
retrieval condition. 



6. (previously presented): A server according to claim 1, wherein said output 
unit outputs an adaptivity based on the number of adapted abilities among the at least one ability 
included in the retrieval condition. 



7. (previously presented): A server according to claim 1, wherein the 
information representing the ability of the device is information concerning any one of duplex 
print, N-up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the number of print pages, 
a paper size, and a status of the device. 

8. (previously presented): A server according to claim 1, wherein the 
comparing by said comparing unit is performed with respect to plural devices. 



9.-20. (canceled). 
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21 . (currently amended): An information processing method which is 
executed by a server capable of communicating with a device, comprising the steps of: 

storing first information representing an ability of the device; 

storing second information representing ability of a device driver for the device; 

receiving from a user a retrieval condition, including at least one ability for 
selecting the device; 

comparing the retrieval condition received in said retrieving step with combined 
information, the combined information being a combination of the first information and the 
second information; and 

outputting a result of comparing in said comparing step, 

wherein outputting step includes outputting information for identifying, among 
the at least one ability included in the retrieval condition, an ability which does not conform to 
any ability of the device stored in the first storage unit but conforms to at least one ability of the 
device driver stored in the second storage unit. 

22. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, further 
comprising the steps of: 

receiving the first information representing the ability of the device; and 
receiving the second information representing the ability of the device driver for 

the device. 
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23. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, further 
comprising the step of generating the combined information by combining the first and the 
second information together. 

24. (previously presented): A method according to claim 23, further 
comprising the step of storing the combined information generated in said generating step in a 
storage unit. 

25. (previously presented): A method according to claim 24, wherein said 
comparing step includes comparing the combined information with the retrieval condition. 

26. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, wherein said 
outputting step includes outputting an adaptivity based on the number of adapted abilities among 
the at least one ability included in the retrieval condition. 

27. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, wherein the first 
information representing the ability of the device is information concerning any one of duplex 
print, N-up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the number of print pages, 
a paper size, and a status of the device. 

28. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, wherein the 
comparing in said comparing step is performed with respect to plural devices. 
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29. - 40. (canceled). 

41 . (currently amended): A computer-readable medium storing an 
information processing program, which is executed by a server capable of communicating with a 
device, wherein said program causes a computer to execute: 

a first storing step of storing first information representing an ability of the 

device; 

a second storing step of storing second information representing an ability of a 
device driver for the device; 

a receiving step of receiving from a user a retrieval condition including at least 
one ability for selecting the device; 

a comparing step of comparing the retrieval condition received in said retrieving 
step with combined information, the combined information being a combination of the first 
information and the second information; and 

outputting a result of comparing in said comparing step, 

wherein outputting step includes outputting information for identifying, among 
the at least one ability included in the retrieval condition, an ability which does not conform to 
any ability of the device stored in the first storage unit but conforms to at least one ability of the 
device driver stored in the second storage unit. 
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42. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 
41, wherein said program causes the computer to execute steps of: 

receiving the first information representing the ability of the device; and 
receiving the second information representing the ability of the device driver for 

the device. 

43. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 
41, wherein said program causes the computer to execute a step of generating the combined 
information by combining the first information and the second information together. 

44. (currently amended): A computer-readable medium according to claim 

43, further comprising wherein said program causes the computer to execute a step of storing the 
combined information generated in said generating step in a storage unit. 

45. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 

44, wherein said comparing step includes comparing the combined information with the retrieval 
condition. 



46. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 
41, wherein said outputting step includes outputting an adaptivity based on the number of 
adapted abilities among the at least one ability included in the retrieval condition. 
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47. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 
41, wherein the first information representing the ability of the device is information concerning 
any one of duplex print, N-up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the 
number of print pages, a paper size, and a status of the device. 

48. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 
41, wherein the comparing in said comparing step is performed with respect to plural devices. 

49. -79. (canceled). 

80. (previously presented): A server according to claim 1, wherein the at least 
one ability included in the search condition is information concerning any one of duplex print, N- 
up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the number of print pages, and 
paper size. 

81. (previously presented): A method according to claim 21, wherein the at least 
one ability included in the search condition is information concerning any one of duplex print, N- 
up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the number of print pages, and 
paper size. 

82. (previously presented): A computer-readable medium according to claim 41, 
wherein the at least one ability included in the search condition is information concerning any 
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one of duplex print, N-up print, jobcopy, pagecopy, OHP insertion print, resolution, the number 
of print pages, and paper size. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LASHONDA T. JACOBS whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4004. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 A.M. -5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LaShonda T Jacobs/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2157 

July 23, 2008 



